Opening:

"Katie_ and Paul, today you are surrounded by your friends and family, all of whom have gathered here to witness your marriage and to share in the joy of this special occasion. Today, as you join yourselves in marriage, there is a vast and unknown future stretching out before you. The possibilities and potentials of your married life are great; and now falls upon your shoulders the task of choosing your values and making real your dreams. Through your commitment to each other, may you grow and nurture a love that makes both of you better people, a love that continues to give you great joy, and also a passion for living that provides you with energy and patience to face the responsibilities of life."

Reading:

"True marriage is more than joining the bonds of marriage between two persons; it is the union of two hearts. It lives on the love you give each other and never grows old, but thrives on the joy of each new day. Marriage is love. May you always be able to talk things over, to confide in each other, to laugh with each other, to enjoy life together, and to share moments of quiet and peace, when the day is done.  May you be blessed with a lifetime of happiness and a home of warmth and understanding."

This past year involved new beginnings for Katie and Paul.  Not only did they plan for this special wedding day, they also bought a townhouse, and renovated it. They moved from rental, to beach house, to home ownership.  They’ve experienced much excitement as well as stress. 

Throughout this busy year, Katie and Paul still managed to make time for each other.  Whether going for a long car ride to talk, walking along the beach to reconnect, treating themselves to dinner or an ice cream, and more recently-spending time in their new townhouse oasis-Katie and Paul recharge through their special P+K time.    

What you give to each other today and every day is your strengths and weaknesses.  What you are getting today is a little bit of everything.  Paul, you are getting Katie’s fabulous cooking and her infectious smile.  Katie, you are getting Paul’s commitment to a healthy lifestyle, and his boyish love for comics, movies, and video games.  You are both getting the sunsets and dawns together: you are gaining laughter and the warm touch of a hand on your bare skin.   It is all the little thoughtful acts that will foster your happiness, rather than material objects.  

Katie loves Paul’s dedication and passion for things.   She admires how Paul puts his heart into whatever he does.  She loves his warm heart and kindness towards everyone.  Katie even finds Paul’s need for rituals and calculated routines endearing.

Paul admires Katie’s can do attitude.  She is a doer.  He also loves her sunny disposition.  Katie is a ray of sunshine to all that know her.  Paul finds her short attention span endearing, especially after an argument because she doesn’t stay mad for very long.

So here we are only minutes before you become husband and wife, but let us look back on the day that you met back in March of 2007.  Paul is the one who remembers these critical moments with such vivid detail, so much so that I dare change a word.  So in Paul’s own words, this is how Katie and Paul met.

Read Paul’s Reflection:  (This was a statement submitted by groom)
Since that day of enlightenment for Paul and Katie would soon catch up….the couple has grown together and shared many happy memories.  They also experienced something that most of us will not: a near death incident while flying to Las Vegas.  I cannot do this story justice and today is not the time to have them recount the events of this trip.  But let me just give you some highlights.

The trip to Vegas was a hasty decision after their real vacation fell through. They boarded the plane and not long after departing Logan were informed by the pilot that the flight controls were not responsive.  The flight attendant in a full panic began to instruct all the passengers about what to do when they crash…Paul recounts, “This was all new material I’d never heard before”  and Katie recalls, “all I heard was fire and debris.  She kept saying run away from the fire and debris.”

As the plane attempted to land at logan, only one other passenger was more hysterical than Katie.  Everyone thought they were going to die.  Katie sobbed with her hands in the crash position.
“I am too young to die, we have so much to live for” Katie gasped.  Very calmly Paul turned to her and said softly,
“Katie, You’re holding on to life too tightly” 

So the plane did not crash.   Katie was insistent about continuing with the vacation and still boarded the next flight to Vegas.  She is persistent.  The rest of the trip didn’t go much smoother.  Whatever could go wrong, pretty much did.  

Their story teaches us a few things.  

*Life does not always go smoothly even if we try to plan it all out, things are sometimes out of our control.

*Paul is the one who will not panic in times of crisis and will need to be strong for Katie.  We need this balance.  We need those who can handle the every day stresses and those who can handle the crises.

*Even after being terrified out of her mind, Katie will still get right back on the horse (or this case plane) and try again. Because as she says, “what are the odds of it happening again” This is an important characteristic as well.  Life’s set backs will not keep Katie nor this couple down for long.
*Lastly, these two made it through that week and can retell the story with drama, comedy, and an appreciation for life.  They passed a difficult test in their relationship.
Now let us move on to your next step, your vows.
Vows:

"Do you _Paul, take Katie__ to be your lawfully wedded wife, promising to love and cherish, through joy and sorrow, sickness and health, and whatever challenges you may face, for as long as you both shall live?" 

"Do you _____Katie_, take _Paul_ to be your lawfully wedded husband, promising to love and cherish, through joy and sorrow, sickness and health, and whatever challenges you may face, for as long as you both shall live?" 

Exchange of Rings:  Jim may we have the rings

Give Paul Katie’s first

"You have for each other special rings – symbols that love is the most precious element in your life together. The ring has no beginning and no ending, which symbolizes that the love between you will never cease. You place these rings upon each others fingers as a visible sign of your vows this day, which will make you husband and wife." 
Paul repeat after me:
"I Paul give you Katie this ring- as an eternal symbol of my love and commitment to you."

Katie repeat after me:
"I Katie give you Paul this ring- as an eternal symbol of my love and commitment to you."

"And now, by the power vested in me by the State of New Hampshire, I hereby pronounce you husband and wife. Paul you may kiss your beautiful bride."
"Family and Friends, I present to you for the first time as husband and wife, Mr and Mrs Paul Nutt (newt)

I now invite you all to join us in the garden for the cocktail hour, accessible from the front of the farmhouse and to the left.  The wedding party will join us shortly.  

This ceremony is ended, let us go celebrate together.

